
ACTION ALERT TO DEFEAT HB 1324
*THIS BILL WILL MAKE HORSE SLAUGHTER LEGAL IN TEXAS *
Background:
Many of us have worked very hard to shutdown the two horse slaughter plants in Texas (which by the way are the only two in the entire United States).  In doing so we have obtained a Texas Attorney General Opinion that concluded that what they are doing is illegal.  To stall prosecution, the two plants immediately filed a federal court case and have now filed a bill (HB 1324) in the Texas Legislature to make their horse slaughter activities legal.  The bill sponsor is Rep. Betty Brown from Kaufman County where one of these plants is located.  Unfortunately, she is also a member of the House Committee on Agriculture & Livestock, the very committee to which this bill will be assigned.  The horse slaughter plants are well financed and will have highly paid lobbyist working for them.  We must act now and everyone needs to help.

What HB 1324 does:
Sections 149.002 and 149.003 of the Texas Agriculture Code currently make it illegal to sell, offer for sale, or transfer horsemeat for human consumption no matter where the consumption takes place.  This bill would change the law to make it illegal only if the consumption takes place in the United States.  Since all horsemeat produced by the two Texas horse slaughter plants is transported outside the United States this would legalize their current activities of slaughtering horses and shipping the horsemeat to Europe, Japan and elsewhere.

What you can do:
Immediately contact every member of the Agriculture & Livestock Committee (their contact information is listed below) and get every person and group you know to do the same.  Tell the Committee members that you are OPPOSED to HB 1324.  Tell them that we do not want our horses slaughtered for the benefit of the French, Belgians, and Japanese.

Explain to them that horses have a special place in the history and culture of Texas different from all other animals and they should not be allowed to be slaughtered for the benefit of the rest of the world.  Also, explain that the transportation of horses to slaughter is cruel and inhumane with the travel time often being many hours or even days without food, water or exercise.  Horses are often hauled in trailers designed for cattle and they are cramped and often times injured during transportation.  Also point out that the humane slaughter of horses is difficult, if not impossible to achieve, because a horse=s neck is much longer than a cow=s which allows more and quicker head movement making the captive stun bolt used to render them unconscious very difficult to administer.  Often times the horse is conscious while its throat is slit.  Point out that Texas is the only state in the United States that has horse slaughter plants and it is an embarrassment.

The Agriculture & Livestock Committee and their contact information is as follows:
Name


Dist/County


Capitol Office

District Office
Rick Hardcastle

R - Dist. 68


Tel: 512/463-0526
Tel: 940/553-3825

(Chair)


Motley, Dickens, Cottle, King,
Fax: 512/463-6003
Fax: 940/553-3861

Hardeman, Foard, Knox,

Haskell, Wilbarger, Baylor,

Thockmorton, Young, Jack,

Clay, Montague, Cooke

Sid Miller

R - Dist. 59


Tel: 512/463-0628
Tel: 254/968-3535

(Vice Chair)

Erath, Comanche, Mills,

Fax: 512/463-3644
Fax: 254/968-6903

Hamilton, Coryell, Somervell

Betty Brown

R - Dist. 4


Tel: 512/463-0458
Tel: 972/524-7700

Henderson, Kaufman

Fax: 512/463-2040
Fax: 972/563-6996

Lon Burnam

D - Dist. 90


Tel: 512/463-0740
Tel: 817/924-1997

Tarrant (part)


Fax: 512/463-1075
Fax: 817/924-6788

Delwin Jones

R - Dist. 83


Tel: 512/463-0542
Tel: 806/763-4468

Lubbock (part), Hockley,
Fax: 512/463-0904
Fax: 806/763-1201

Cochran, Yoakum, Gaines

James E. APete@ Laney
D - Dist. 85


Tel: 512/463-0604
Tel: 806/839-2478

Reagan, Irion, Sterling,

Fax: 512/463-5896
Fax: 806/839-2159

Glasscock, Howard, Borden

Terry, Lynn, Garza, Crosby,

Kent, Stonewall, Fisher, Jones,

Hale, Floyd

David Swinford

R - Dist. 87


Tel: 512/463-0470
Tel: 806/374-8787

Sherman, Moore, Potter,
Fax: 512/463-8003
Fax: 806/374-0868

Carson

Capital Office mailing addresses for all members:
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768
